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INTRODUCTION

Robert Sutton, Marshall Space Flight Center (MSFC)/Consolidated Space Operations Contract (CSOC) convened the TeraWave Testing and Multi-Channel Television splinter group meeting of the Third Mission Communications Working Group (MCWG), to discuss issues related to both of these topics.

MEETING

A. Wednesday, February 25, 2004 TeraWave Testing Session.  

1. Mr. Robert Sutton provided a brief background of the TeraWave project and where we are today.  Main points included:  Status of Stat Mux as non-maintainable equipment, utilization of the Pathfinder project difficulty in locating Commercial-off-the-self (COTS) solutions for Stat Mux replacement, and the sift toward a Satellite based implementation.

2. Equipment vendors in attendance stated that they may have COTS solutions available.

3. Mr. Scott Douglas requested that a high-level description of the Stat Mux replacement requirements be emailed to everyone in attendance at the splinter to insure all available solutions are investigated.

4. Mr. Sutton stated that TeraWave equipment will be removed from the White Sands Complex (WSC) and the Johnson Space Center (JSC) and shipped to MSFC for further testing via Transponder 5.  

5. A question was asked concerning the fate of the Stat Mux replacement project post CSOC.  Mr. Douglas stated that the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Integrated Service Network (NISN) will continue to fund this project.

B. Wednesday, February 25, 2004 Multi-Channel Digital Television Session

1. Mr. Sutton provided an overview of the Multi-Channel DTV project and made available copies of the recent Preliminary Design Review document.  This session was for information purposes only.  Concerns from the mission community were documented to be forward to the DTV implementation group.

2. Mr. Joe Aquino presented several concerns with this project. 

a. A flight rule that states transponder 9 is a backup for transponder 5.  With the implementation of this project, only GSFC will have transponder 9 uplink capabilities.

b. Overload of the Premium IP (PIP) network especially at the Headquarters interface

3. Additional concerns brought forth from the group.

a. Initially it was believed that a “clear channel” was to be made available on the transponder to satisfy Space Act requirements.  What has happened to this channel?

b. The disposition of RIDS written during the PDR is unknown.

c. The protection level of transponder 9.  Where does the traffic move to if the transponder becomes unavailable?

ACTION ITEMS

The following action items were assigned at the February 2004, TeraWave Testing Meeting:

TeraWave-02-04-01
Robert Sutton/MSFC

ACTION:
Provide snapshot of Stat Mux requirements to distribution.

TeraWave-02-04-02
Robert Sutton/MSFC

ACTION:
Provide direction for removal and shipping of TeraWave units in the field.

The following action item was assigned at the February 2004, Multi-channel Digital Television Meeting.

DTV-02-04-03
Robert Sutton/MSFC

ACTION:
Document and forward concerns to the DTV group
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